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Reading recovery program among North America's best
by Stacey Colwell

COUNTY - The South Shore Regional School Board's reading recovery program has been recognized as one of
less than three dozen exemplary sites by the Reading Recovery Council of North America.

"How wonderful that so many children in your region have benefitted from the success brought about by such
dedicated educators," said Heather Janes Pederson, Atlantic division co-ordinator of the Canadian Institute of
Reading Recovery.

Reading recovery is an early intervention for Grade 1 students who are at risk of not achieving the required
literacy skills needed to keep up with their classmates.

The program provides intense, daily, one-on-one instruction with specially trained teachers. The goal is to have
the children reading and writing at their peer level within 12 to 20 weeks, at which point they could work at an
average level in a regular classroom without additional support.

"If there's a cliff, you put a fence up, you don't let the kids fall off," said Gretchen Gerhardt, the local board's
teacher leader for the program.

"Basically, we're catching them before it's too late - before they fail at reading and writing."

Approximately 20 to 25 per cent of students in the board annually enter the program, and of those, approximately
79 per cent have successfully discontinued it the past two years, compared to a provincial average of about 60 per
cent.

"We have a common vision in our schools that children are going to have a chance to read and write, and
everybody knows it - from the principals to the teachers and all levels of support - everyone knows this is
important, that we want to get them early and that we believe in it."

Ms Gerhardt said once students complete the program, their progress is carefully tracked annually.

"Starting in the fall of Grade 2 and then twice a year, every year, just to make sure they don't fall behind, so it's
not like we say, 'Here, they're done.' We work as a team to make sure everything is still working."

Ms Gerhardt said reading recovery helps more than the students' reading and writing skills.
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"The thing that always gets noticed [by parents and teachers] is the self-esteem of these kids ... It really changes

the child. You just wouldn't believe it."

For more information, check on-line at http://www.readingrecovery.org.
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